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Pauline Bell who currently lives in Nottinghamshire clearly remembers tales of the flood as told to her by her 
maternal Grand Mother, Florence Emily Bailey. Her mother, Annie Bailey nee Froggatt then aged just 6 years, 
escaped the flood by climbing with her parents onto the roof of their home at 37 Hill Bridge but Pauline says her 
Grand Mother was frightened for all of her life that the flood would happen again despite the fact this actually 
occurred 20 years before she was born. Pauline eloquently describes the event that so tormented her Grand Mother: 
 

“I think it is difficult to imagine the kind of impact this experience would have had on a six-year-old 
child in any era. My grandmother Florence Emily told me that Annie (her mother) had escaped the 
flood by being pushed on to the roof. Whether this was literally true or whether it was into the roof 
space I have no means of knowing but it is a story that beggars belief. We need to remember that this 
was early March and that strong winds played some part in the whole disaster. In addition this was in 
the dark because the time was not long after midnight. It is amazing that the houses continued to stand 
given the tonnage of water and the force it must have gathered as it raced down the Loxley Valley. The 
family lived at Hill Bridge, one of the areas near to Malin Bridge that experienced the full impact of 
the deluge. How did the Froggatt family have sufficient warning to even get on to the roof? As well as 
Annie there were two younger girls, Clara and the youngest Alice who must have been no more than 
two years old. The whole family survived.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph of Annie Bailey (nee Froggatt) 
 taken in about 1896 with her 4 daughters 

[from left to right] Alice, Gertrude, Annie and 
Florence Emily [Pauline’s Grand Mother] on the far right 

 
 
It also seems a poignant coincidence that Pauline’s parents, Albert Edward Bell and Mary Cooper, were to be 
married at St Polycarp’s Church at Malin Bridge on 11th March 1939, exactly 75 years to the day that the flood 
swept through Annie’s home. 
 

Photographs all courtesy 
of Pauline Bell 
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William Froggatt, who survived the flood with his wife and three children, appears to have changed his occupation 
over the years. In 1851 he was a Spring Knife Cutler; when his daughter Annie was born in 1858 he was a Pocket 
Blade Maker; in 1871 he was a Baker, yet ten years later he was a Gardener and General Servant. 
With more help from Pauline I have been able to trace the family in the census records starting with 1841 when 
William was living with his parents at Owlerton, at Enumerator's Reference HO107 1334/3 ED 7 page 43B: 
 

Surname Forename Age Occupation Born in County 

FROGGATT Henry 35 Cutler Y 
FROGGATT Frances 35  Y 
FROGGATT Henry 11  Y 
FROGGATT William 8  Y 
FROGGATT Sarah 1  Y 

 
Details from the 1841 census 

 
William was still living at home with his parents ten years later in the 1851 census at Kitting Croft Nether Hallam 
at Enumerator's Reference HO107/2336 171B: 
 

Name Relation Cond Age       
Male Female Occupation Birth County and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from the 1851 census 
 

The following year on 15th November William married Ann Gillott and she features in a further family legend 
passed on to Pauline by a distant relative, John Sellers. John and Pauline’s grand mothers were sisters, John being 
the grandson of Gertrude Bailey [daughter of Arthur and Annie Bailey]. John’s father told him that Ann Froggatt 
nee Gillot was an excellent swimmer, a ‘real champion’. Legend has it that Ann was responsible for saving the 
lives of several children by plucking them from the flood waters and placing them on the roof. It is also interesting 
to note that the swimming gene has been passed on through the family as Pauline’s mother was also a champion 
swimmer. By the time of the 1861 census William and Ann, later to survive the flood, were living at Hill Bridge, 
Nether Hallam an area devastated by the flood, at Enumerator's Reference RG9/3464 7F: 
 

Name Relation Cond Age       
Male Female Occupation Birth County and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from the 1861 census 
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William’s father appears to have been widowed by this time as he was then boarding with Charles and Sarah Butler 
at Owlerton at Enumerator's Reference RG9/3463 104F. 
 

Surname Forename Relation Condition Age Occupation Birth County and place 

BUTLER Charles Head Married 22 Mill Wright YKS Attercliffe 
BUTLER Sarah Wife Married 21 Mill Wright’s Wife YKS Owlerton 
FROGGATT Henry Boarder Widower 55 Cutler YKS Stannington 

 
Details from the 1861 census 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By the time of the 1871 census William and Ann were living at 5 Owlerton Nether Hallam at Enumerator's 
Reference RG10/4662 139F: 
 

Name Relation Cond Age       
Male Female Occupation Birth County and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from the 1871 census 
 
The only possible entry for Henry Froggatt, William’s father, in the 1871 census is the 62 year old Table Knife 
Cutler who was living in the Union Workhouse at The Edge Ecclesall Bierlow. There is a slight age discrepancy 
and this Henry was shown as ‘married’ rather than ‘widower’ so this may just be a red herring. 

Aftermath of the Flood 
The foundations of 'Hill 

Bridge' with the ruins of the 
'Mason's Arms' on the right. 

 



BBAAII LL EEYY  aanndd  FFRROOGGGGAATTTT  

       BAILEY and FROGGATT     4 

 
Ten years later in the 1881 census, they were living at 14 Owlerton Road, Nether Hallam at Enumerator's 
Reference RG 11/4624 12 6: 
 

Surname Forename Relation Condition Age Occupation Birth County and place 

FROGGATT William Head  48 Gardener and 
General Servant 
(Domestic)  

YKS Sheffield 

FROGGATT Ann Wife  48  YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT William Son  15  YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Thomas Son  13  YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Eliza Daughter  10 Scholar YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Florence Daughter  8 Scholar YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Fanny Daughter  6 Scholar YKS Sheffield. 
BAILY Arthur Son-in-Law  29 File Forger YKS Sheffield 
BAILY Annie M. Daughter  23  YKS Sheffield. 

 
Details from the 1881 census 

 
On 20th September 1880 Annie Froggatt, then aged 22 years, married Arthur Bailey [spelt Baily in the 1881 census] 
at St Judes on Gibraltar Street. Arthur, six years her senior, was the son of William and Charlotte Bailey. 
 
Again with Pauline’s help we have been able to trace the Bailey family in the census records beginning in 1841 
when William was then living with his parents and siblings at Middlewood, Bradfield, at Enumerator's Reference 
HO107/1327/2 ED 9 page 36: 
 

Surname Forename Age Occupation Born in County 

BAILEY John 35 Filesmith Y 
BAILEY Mary 35  Y 
BAILEY William  15  Y 
BAILEY Caroline 10  Y 
BAILEY Joel 9  Y 
BAILEY Harriett 7  Y 
BAILEY Matilda 4  Y 
BAILEY Joseph 1  Y 

 
Details from the 1841 census 

 

Ten years later in 1851 William was married and living with his wife and daughter at Middlewood, at Enumerator's 
Reference HO107/2335 448F: 
 

Name Relation Cond Age     
Male Female Occupation Birth County and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from the 1851 census 
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His parents and siblings were also in Middlewood on the previous page of the enumerator’s book at HO107/2335 
447B. Also in the household was John’s mother in law, Elizabeth Stanley, giving me the maiden name of his wife 
and in 1841 she was living alone in Middlewood but on the same page of the enumerator’s book as John and Mary. 
Elizabeth was then a 70 year old Shopkeeper. 
 

Name Relation Cond Age     
Male Female Occupation Birth County and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extract from the 1851 census 

 
Having found Mary’s maiden name enabled me to trace her marriage to John Bailey at St Nicholas Church in High 
Bradfield on 19th May 1823 as the following extract confirms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract of the marriage entry of John Bailey and Mary Stanley at High Bradfield 
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William was still at Middlewood in 1861 along with his son Arthur, at Enumerator's Reference RG9/3460 104F: 
 

Name Relation Cond Age     
Male Female Occupation Birth County and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Extract from the 1861 census 

 

Again William’s parents were also living at Middlewood on the previous page of the enumerator’s book, next door 
to Joel, William’s younger brother.  
 

Surname Forename Relation Condition Age Occupation Birth County and place 

BAILEY Joel Head Married 29 File Maker YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Eliza Wife Married 29  YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Benjamin  Son Unmarried 1  YKS Bradfield 
TURNER Ann Visitor Unmarried 15  YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY John Head Married 59 Farmer of 8 Acres YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Mary Wife Married 55  YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Matilda Daughter Unmarried 24  YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Mary H Daughter Unmarried 14  YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Joseph H Son Unmarried 21 File Cutter YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY John Son Unmarried 18 File Cutter YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Samuel Gr- Son Unmarried 2mth  YKS Bradfield 

 

Details from the 1861 census 
 

By the time of the next census taken on 2nd to 3rd April 1871, William’s father had died and his widowed mother 
was still at Middlewood, next door to her son Joel and his family, at Enumerator's Reference RG10/4659 120F: 
 
 

Surname Forename Relation Condition Age Occupation Birth County and place 

BAILEY Mary Head Widow 65 Retired Farmer & 
Land Owner 

YKS Bradfield 

TINGLE William Son-in-law Widower 22 Forgeman YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Maria Gr-dau Unmarried 21  YKS Bradfield 
TINGLE Ellen Gr-dau  2  YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Joel Head Married 39 File Maker YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Eliza Wife Married 39  YKS Ecclesfield 
BAILEY Benjamin Son Unmarried 11 Scholar YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Joseph Son  7 Scholar YKS Bradfield 
BAILEY Mary Daughter  3 Scholar YKS Bradfield 

   Details from the 1871 census 
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John was buried at St Nicholas Church in High Bradfield on 27th April 1868 at the age of  66 and Mary, his wife, 
was to join him a little over 3 years later as she too was buried there on 21st September 1871 also aged 66 years. 
Other members of the family were also buried in High Bradfield including their son William, his wife Charlotte 
and two of their children.  
 
By the time of the 1871 census William had also been widowed but had remarried and was living with his second 
wife, Martha, at 46 Hoyle Street. Arthur was also present in the household along with 3 younger brothers, at 
Enumerator's Reference RG10/4680 page 75F: 
 

Name Relation Cond Age Occupation Birth County and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Extract from the 1871 census 
 
It seems this was also Martha’s second marriage as she has 2 sons called Moor, presumably from her first marriage, 
living with her and William. As we have already seen, by the time of the 1881 census Arthur had married Annie 
and was living with her parents at 14 Owlerton Road, Nether Hallam at Enumerator's Reference RG 11/4624 12 6: 
 
 

Surname Forename Relation Condition Age Occupation Birth County and place 

FROGGATT William Head  48 Gardener and 
General Servant 
(Domestic)  

YKS Sheffield 

FROGGATT Ann Wife  48  YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT William Son  15  YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Thomas Son  13  YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Eliza Daughter  10 Scholar YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Florence Daughter  8 Scholar YKS Sheffield 
FROGGATT Fanny Daughter  6 Scholar YKS Sheffield. 
BAILY Arthur Son-in-Law  29 File Forger YKS Sheffield 
BAILY Annie M. Daughter  23  YKS Sheffield. 

 
Details from the 1881 census 

 
According to a map of the area dating from 1890, there was a cluster of buildings around Middlewood tavern that 
were presumably occupied by a number of families including the Baileys. Both William and Arthur were File 
Forgers and the flood compensation records indicate that they worked at Burys and Co which is where Wickes DIY 
store is today. Quite a trek! 
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Between 1881 and 1888 Arthur and Annie Mary Bailey had four daughters and I am also indebted to Pauline for 
supplying the following interesting snippets about each of them: 
 
  

·  Their first daughter, Alice, was born in July 1881 and married Charlie Sellers. During World 
War 1 they were in Gainsborough where Charlie was involved in munitions. They travelled about 
quite a bit and had a daughter called Betty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph taken  in Gainsborough of 
Florence Emily Cooper, [Pauline’s grandmother] with 

Betty [Alice’s daughter] in 1920, Mary Cooper, 
[Pauline’s mother] age 5 and Alice Sellars  

1890 map of Middlewood 
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Pauline’s mother always described Charlie as “having wheels” and he is seen here with Alice, first in about 1905 to 
1906, then later at the dawn of the motorcar era probably just before 1914. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After World War 1 they ran the Sportsman Inn at Owlerton which disappeared for road widening some years ago. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Their second daughter, 
Gertrude, was born in March 
1883 and she married John 
Sellars [the brother of Charlie 
who married her sister Alice]. 
They stayed in the Sheffield 6 
area and had a son called 
John. Gertrude worked as a 
cook for British Steel in 
Saville Street while John was 
an ornamental stonemason.  

 
 

Photograph of Annie and Gertrude probably taken in Bradfield 

This wonderful picture 
postcard not only shows the 

Inn but also has on it a  
picture of Charlie as the 

landlord 
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·  Their third daughter, Florence Emily (Pauline’s 

grandmother and from whom she heard the story of 
the escape to the roof) was born in September 1885. 
At this time the family were living in Burrowlee Road 
although Florence’s birth certificate simply states 
Burrowlee. Later the family moved to Park View, 
Owlerton Green. Florence married Henry Cooper at 
Wadsley Church on 7th  August 1905 and they lived all 
their lives in a house built by Henry's father in 
Hawthorn Road, Sheffield 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Their wedding was a real family occasion recorded for all time in the wonderful picture below. Florence and Henry 
had three daughters, May, Edna and Mary, Pauline’s mother, who was to become the Hillsborough Schools 
Swimming Champion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
·  Their youngest daughter Annie, was born in 1888 and always known as Babs as she was the baby 

for the family. She was at one time the stewardess at Hillsborough Golf Club on Long Lane and 
then at Renishaw Golf Club . She married Reg Buckley, a pattern maker in the steel industry. 

1905 family wedding picture Henry Cooper 
to Florence Emily Bailey 

Photograph of Florence Emily with her father Arthur Bailey 
taken in about 1900 when Florence was 15 years of age 
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In 1885 when Arthur’s daughter Florence Emily had been born, the family was living at Burrowlee Road but, by 
the time of the next census in 1891, Arthur and Annie were at 13 Park View Road, Wadsley, at Enumerator's 
Reference RG12/3789 folio 106 page 59: 
 
 

Surname Forename Relation Condition Age Occupation Birth County and place 

BAILEY Arthur Head Married 38 Edge Tool Forger YKS Middlewood. 
BAILEY Annie M Wife Married 33  YKS Hillsbro 
BAILEY Alice Daughter  10  YKS Owlerton 
BAILEY Gertrude Daughter  8  YKS Owlerton 
BAILEY Florence Daughter  5  YKS Owlerton 
BAILEY Annie Daughter  3  YKS Owlerton 

 
Details from the 1891 census 

 
 
Arthur’s father, William, by this time was living with his second wife Martha at Langsett Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annie Mary Froggatt died of “Chronic Bronchitis and Asthma and Morbus Cordis [on 13th January 1922 aged 64 
and is buried in Wadsley churchyard. Arthur lived for the last couple of years of his life with his youngest daughter 
Babs in Butler Road but died of a heart attack whilst in the garden in 1924, aged 72. 
 
 

This photograph shows Annie Bailey with her nephew George Fallon, 
His parents died in India where George Fallon senior was in the Royal Artillary. 

George Fallon's four older sisters were in an orphanage in Sheffield and his brother was brought up by Annie’s 
youngest sister Fanny. 
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Death certificate of Annie Mary Bailey 
 
 

Pauline is an accomplished researcher and author of a book about the Silversmith Company owned by James Dixon 
and it is known he donated the then considerable sum of £1000 to the flood victims fund. Six generations of 
Pauline’s Cooper ancestors worked at Dixon’s including Henry Cooper, Pauline’s Grand Father. 
 
Claim number 5044 was placed by ‘William Frederick Dixon, James Willis Dixon, Henry Isaac Dixon, William 
Fawcett, William Frederick Dixon Junior and James Willis Dixon Junior’ listed as ‘Merchant Manufacturers 
carrying on business in a partnership under the firm of "James Dixon and Sons" of Cornish Place Sheffield. Their 
claim covered several pages for loss and damage to property and included a list of employees who lost wages due 
to the flood. Their claim was assessed by agreement at £3750-0-0 and settled on 26th June 1865, well over a year 
after the flood. Pauline has confirmed that this claim was placed in the name of all the directors, who were all 
family members.  
 
William Fawcett was married to the original James Dixon’s daughter and the Fawcett’s continued in the business 
and it was a descendant Alfred Fawcett who, together with Milo Dixon, was at the helm when the firm was finally 
taken over by British Silverware in 1976. Included in this claim were two workers named as Martha and Mary 
Barber, both of whom received 5/- each for loss of wages. Martha was widow of Charles Barber who was a 
Silversmith and who had died by the time of the 1851 census. Mary was her daughter and in 1851 they were living 
in Robert Street and in the same household was Ann Cooper [incorrectly spelt Couper]. According to this census 
she was also widowed, although Pauline has been unable to trace the death of her husband Francis or Frank 
Cooper. Pauline suspects they married in haste and that he ‘disappeared’ somewhere between the wedding in 
August 1847 followed by Henry’s birth in November of the same year and the census taken in 1851.  
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Henry, Pauline’s Great Grand Father, was a Silver Stamper working at Dixon’s and his sons Henry [Pauline’s 
Grand Father], William and Harold worked there all their working lives. William’s sons Edwin and Harry 
continued the tradition and Barrie, Harry’s son, was there until the firm closed. Harry married Lottie who worked at 
Dixon as a Warehouse Girl so in fact both Barrie’s parents were Dixon’s employees. 
 
 
The following extract is taken from an article in the Sheffield Telegraph dated August 18th 1933 and were the 
reminiscences of James Dixon: 
  
 

“My father told us how he was returning from Belfast via Fleetwood that night and first heard of it in 
the train nearing Sheffield. Everyone was looking out of the windows and asking what they were 
looking at, he was told of the flood. Our works (Cornish Place) on the river were very badly damaged, 
and an iron footbridge was washed away and for several years lay in the river below the weir twisted 
up like a shaving. On the street side of the works there were large wooden gates which were always 
closed at night. An old clerk named Thorpe lived on the premises and in the middle of the night woke 
up hearing a great noise and people shouting "The flood, the flood". He got up to see what was the 
matter and was carried by the flood along to the great wooden gates. He was banged three times 
against them, but they withstood the rush of water, and then he clutched hold of something and was 
saved. On the riverside the foundations of the works had to be completely rebuilt twelve feet deep.” 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

View of the breached dam 


